Class Modifiers 


Modifier 

public 

abstract 

final 

Meaning 

It is accessible from all other classes. 

The class cannot be instantiated. 

No subclasses can be declared. 


Constructor Modifiers 

Modifier 

public 

protected 

private 

Meaning 

It is accessible from all classes. 

It is accessible only from within its own class and it is subclasses. 

It is accessible only from within its own class. 


Field Modifiers 

Modifier 

public 

protected 

private 

static 

transient 

volatile 

final 

Meaning 

It is accessible from all classes. 

It is accessible only from within its own class and its subclasses. 

It is accessible only from within its own class. 

Only one value of the field exists for all instances of the class. 

It is not part of the persistent state of an object. 

It may be modified by asychronous threads. 

It must be initialized and cannot be changed. 


Local Variable Modifiers 

Modifier 

final 

Meaning 

It must be initialized and cannot be changed. 


Method Modifiers 

Modifier 

public 

protected 

private 

abstract 

final 

static 

native 

synchronized 

Meaning 

It is accessible from all classes. 

It is accessible only from within its own class and its subclasses. 

It is accessible only from within its own class. 

It has no body and belongs to an abstract class. 

No subclasses can override it. 

It is bound to the class itself instead of an instance of the class. 

Its body is implemented in another programming language. 

It must be locked before a thread can invoke it. 






Author: 

Ashur Cherry 


York University 

Title: 

Java Modifiers 

Publisher: 

Toronto, Ontario 

Copyright: 

2003 

Ref. No.: 

005 



